Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 PORT A 03401 08203 1Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 IO-13 ISO-OO DHA-05 TRSE-00 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 
SCS-03 SCA-00 L-03 H-01 /057 W 

018832 082033Z/73 

P 082010Z SEP 77 

FM AMEMBASSY PORT AU PRINCE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6161 
INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PORT AU PRINCE 3401 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM, HA 

SUBJECT: REPORTED ARREST OF HAITIAN PASTOR 

REF: (A)PORT AU PRINCE 3293, (B) USUN 2796 

1 . CHRISTIAN G. AIREY, THE HAITIAN NATIONAL WHO IS 
PASTOR OF ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH IN BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, 
RETURNED TO THE US ON SEPTEMBER 7. EMBOFF SPOKE 
WITH IMMIGRATION DIRECTOR GUERRIER AND MILITARY 
SECURITY OFFICER MAJ. ORCEL ON SEPTEMBER 1 ABOUT 
AIREY'S DETENTION AT AIRPORT AND INTERROGATION AT 
PORT AU PRINCE AIRPORT ON AUGUST 29 (REFTEL A). 

ALTHOUGH ORCEL ASSURED US DETENTION OF AIREY WAS 
CASE OF "MISTAKEN IDENTITY" AND THAT HE WAS FREE TO 
LEAVE AND RETURN TO HAITI AS OFTEN AS HE WISHED, IT 
WAS NOT UNTIL SEPT. THAT IMMIGRATION RECEIVED 
WRITTEN APPROVAL FROM SECURITY SERVICE TO ISSUE EXIT 
VISA DESPITE AIREY'S REPEATED VISIT TO BOTH OFFICES. 
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